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Causes for the Increase
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Dramatic Growth in Drug Spending Driven by Higher Utilization and New Drugs
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Per Capita Retail Sales of Prescription 
Drugs 1999

$406 $386
$470 $446

$0

$100

$200
$300

$400

$500

MD+DC US

w /o Mail orders w / Mail orders

Growth in Retail Sales of Prescription 
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Prescription Costs and Volume
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